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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 

Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

HON ALANNAH MACTIERNAN (North Metropolitan) [5.08 pm]: Thank you very much, 
Madam President. I acknowledge that we are on Noongar Boodja land. I have to say that one of the true 
blessings of my public life has been getting to know Aboriginal communities from the Minang in the south to the 
Bardi in the north, and all across this great state. 

Madam President, congratulations again on becoming the first woman to occupy the presidency of the house; 
how incredible that this is happening at the very same time that we can also boast of our first female 
Leader of the House.  

This really is, I guess, a very big day for the suffragette women and the many other women who have fought 
over 150 years for the right to vote. I think Edith Cowan, our first female member of Parliament, would be very 
proud today to see women occupying these senior positions. I only hope, members, that these historic 
appointments will inspire members on the other side to seriously consider the benefit of representation that is 
more reflective of the community. 

Congratulations to all the new, re-elected and recycled members on all sides. I genuinely look forward to 
working with you all. I have no doubt that there will be a bit of biffo from time to time as oppositions do what 
they are required to do in our adversarial system, but I hope I have acquired sufficient wisdom that this can be 
managed without animosity. We should fight hard, but fight fair. I genuinely respect that all members of this 
Parliament have been elected by the people, and we should strive to use the insights and abilities of all members 
as constructively as possible. I hope to channel Kim Chance, our much loved and much missed former leader, for 
guidance here. 

This speech, being my fourth inaugural, may be some kind of weird record. It was suggested to my staff when 
I started to think about writing it yesterday that I should do a “best of” album from the earlier recordings. So 
I read over my inaugural speeches and I could see that I actually put in some real effort there. I clearly was not 
distracted by ministerial duties on those occasions. So I recognise that this one may not go platinum! 

In my first gig in the House of Representatives, I led on climate change and the immorality of those who wilfully 
ignore the science and condemn our children and grandchildren to a future of uncertainty and instability. This is 
a first-order issue and one that is affecting us now. It was very interesting to note this morning a report from the 
United States National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration that was released today predicting sea level 
rises of up to 2.7 metres by the end of the century. This will provide plenty of grief between now and then for 
Perth, Peel and Bunbury. About eight years ago, I got a front-page story and a headline for saying that we might 
need a storm barrage on the lower reaches of the Swan by 2025. I was roundly chastised by the then government, 
which said, “Oh, no, the Swan River does not flood anymore.” But of course the river is not the issue. On the 
basis of the US report that came out today, in tandem with the work being done by Coastal Risk Australia, 
regrettably I may be proven right, because when we consider the rising sea levels, combined with high tides and 
storm surge, there are some very real risks. Perhaps we will unwittingly recreate Perth as truly the Venice of the 
south, with gondoliers plying a trade to the stadium, which The West Australian today says may be surrounded 
by water. So maybe we will not need to try to retrieve that bridge from Malaysia after all! I joke. But this is 
a serious moral challenge. I relish the opportunity to be part of the Labor Party and the Labor government, which 
gets this, and which gets also that this provides extraordinary opportunities to create new industries and new jobs 
as we restructure our economy.  

I also in the House of Representatives riffed on education, outlining my belief that it is a national disgrace that 
despite so much investment in education, many, many children are leaving school without adequate literacy or 
numeracy and with their confidence in their capacity as learners badly damaged. I railed against those who 
simply blamed the parents or the social class, ignoring the science on pedagogy. I am so pleased that the 
Minister for Education and Training, Hon Sue Ellery, is establishing a Centre for Excellence on Explicit 
Learning that will get us back on track. I am stoked that as the Minister for Regional Development, I have a role 
in the Kimberley and Pilbara schools program. This stuff does work. I was in Telfer on the weekend at a meeting 
with the Martu schools. The Martu leadership is conscious that it has missed out on many opportunities of the 
boom and has formed an alliance to get better outcomes for its kids. I would like to give a special shout-out to 
the teachers, assistants and parents of the Nullagine school, who are seizing the day and making great strides in 
building literacy and making aspiration and choices available to the children in this small remote community. 

I go now to my second inaugural. On re-reading my 1996 address to the Legislative Assembly, I was astounded 
at how completely on message I was with the campaign that Mark McGowan was to run 21 years later. It was all 
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about jobs and the debilitating impact of unemployment—the loss of self-worth, the loss of the ability to chart 
one’s own destiny, and the loss of choices. I am sure everyone in this house is aware of the plight particularly of 
millennials and the Y-generation, who struggle to get full-time work. Permanent jobs are totally out of reach for 
many. I talked in that speech about the impact of automation and how economic growth was no longer 
synonymous with job growth. It is even more of a challenge today, and it is a particularly big challenge for the 
regions. Technological change in the great regional employers—mining and agriculture—is advancing very 
quickly. As we speak, today there is a mining conference in Perth talking about digital innovation and 
automation in mining. We embrace innovation, and we need innovation, and new jobs will be created as old jobs 
disappear. But we need to remain clear-eyed and vigilant about the impact on overall net opportunities for 
employment, and in particular the disproportionate impact this may have on the regions. The new jobs that will 
be created will be based on access to high-quality digital infrastructure, and those jobs will tend to gravitate to 
the big city centres. We all know the Haulpak drivers who once lived in Karratha and Hedland and now do their 
jobs on the Terrace or out at Perth Airport. We need to make the regions more resilient. We need to create, in 
particular, regional cities that have twenty-first century broadband, not a third-rate copper product. 

We need to expand our agricultural production and the promotion of our very special produce. There are great 
opportunities to de-commoditise in agriculture and horticulture, creating a much greater value chain than selling 
undifferentiated products. So Mark McGowan’s focus on jobs and fairness is absolutely on the money. Labor’s 
preparedness to say that we will require resources projects to use local content is right, as is Labor’s focus on 
making local content in government procurement a reality, not simply a paragraph in a policy document. In my 
view, this focus on jobs and creating job opportunities is absolutely central to the Australian story—a story about 
a nation that gives its people the chance to escape the entrenched hierarchies, the constraints of social mobility, 
and the overwhelming weight of economic and political inequality that so often diminished life in the old world. 
It gives us the opportunity to show that we can be, and indeed are, a social laboratory in equity and the structures 
that can deliver equity. Societies that have a higher level of social and economic equality are happier across the 
board. At the end of the day, being happy and fulfilled is what it is all about. Money and prestige are mere 
surrogates. 

This segues neatly into my very first maiden speech, with a little bit of the hippy stuff. In various campaigns, my 
friends from the party on the other side tended to get very excited about finding out that many years ago I called 
for drug law reform and a focus on harm minimisation in dealing with the drug problem. I have never been 
embarrassed by this. I still fundamentally believe that we make more of a threat to society by criminalising many 
drugs and that there are better approaches. I say very clearly that methamphetamine is not one of those drugs. 
The destructive force of this drug comes from its chemistry. It is a menace to the individuals who are captured by 
its siren call and it is a menace for all those who attempt to deal with this. I support the beefing up of penalties 
for dealing but I note that Mark McGowan has often said that we cannot arrest our way out of this problem and 
that early access to disciplined rigorous rehabilitation is a must. I support our commitment to catch addicts early 
on in the cycle and to develop rehabilitation prisons to ensure that people have treatment before they are 
re-released into the community. I want to congratulate the ABC for its recent fantastic You Can’t Ask That 
program on ice users. It featured a series of conversations with former and current ice users about the highs and 
very, very deep lows of their experience. It is really important that we understand the power and the pain of this 
thing if we are going to give our community the resilience to beat it. 

At one stage in one of those earlier speeches—I think it was when I was being admitted to the 
Legislative Assembly—I said that I had moved, quoting Sir Humphrey Appleby, from the company of 
vegetables to animals. Let me assure members that I am very happy to be back here and that I think very highly 
of things horticultural. I want to say how genuinely excited I was to be given the opportunity by Mark McGowan 
to take on the portfolios of Agriculture and Food; Regional Development. I had not realised the food part of the 
portfolio required so much eating, and I am having a great deal of difficulty maintaining my Ramadan diet in the 
face of all these beautiful long table lunches, but I will work my way through it. 

When I decided not to recontest the federal seat of Perth in 2016, many of the on-the-ball journos trying to suss 
something out thought they had worked out what my plan was—that I was thinking that for some reason there 
might be a vacancy for the position of Lord Mayor of Perth and I would want that position. I made it very clear 
that the idea of a job that required me to remain in the city most of the time was not an attractive proposition. 
A job that gives me the opportunity to get out and about across the many splendid regions of this state is 
absolutely perfect. There are extraordinary challenges but the great strengths that we find in our regional 
community—that sense of community that we see in our small towns and regional cities—is truly gratifying. It is 
a fantastic thing to be able to work with people who so want to be constructive, to build their communities and to 
create opportunities within their place. Again, I am really looking forward to embracing those challenges. I say 
very genuinely that I want to work with all country members on both sides of the house to really make some 
great progress in this area. 
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I also want to take the opportunity to reflect on the victory of Labor and its truly extraordinary extent. It was 
a landslide and we should reflect on the reason this happened. I vehemently contest the cliché that oppositions do 
not win elections; governments lose them. After some 40 active years in politics, I know the story is much more 
complex. I will not use this opportunity that is graciously given to me during this inaugural address to reflect on 
the own goals of the last government. I am sure that members opposite will provide plenty of opportunities 
during future question times to reflect on these. I want to acknowledge the extraordinary effort of the Labor team 
in opposition over the last four years. The team worked hard to provide a forensic and coherent critique of the 
government and its performance. It researched, networked and analysed with intellectual rigour and great 
stamina. It also did more. It developed a vision for the state. Mark McGowan and his team did not want an 
“anybody but Colin” victory but a mandate for government—a mandate to rebuild the confidence that we can 
have a diversified community in which we are technology makers, not just technology takers, and in which we 
can make stuff, embrace progressive and inclusive social values, have the courage to face up to the reality and 
challenges of climate change and, take the painful steps that will be necessary to rebuild the financial stability of 
the state. I like to think, even though I was not in with the main team, that I was there in my own little way 
contributing my two bob’s worth from federal Parliament, exposing the insanity of the Perth Freight Link, and 
the increasing absurdity and injustice of the GST distribution. As I like to remind people, the GST now bizarrely 
has Melbourne as the capital of Tasmania so every place in Tasmania can be made more remote, and it has 
Adelaide as the capital of the Northern Territory so every place there can be made more remote. Equally 
bizarrely, the delivery of services—health and education—gets more expensive until for some reason we reach 
1 257 kilometres from a capital city and thereafter it does not actually change. It just so happens that that is 
almost exactly the distance between the remotest part of New South Wales and Sydney. However, as we know, 
in this state we have many thousands of students and many thousands of people who require health services and 
police stations that lie well outside that magical 1 257 kilometres, after which somehow or other prices 
miraculously just stabilise. If we want to go to places like Punmu or Kunawarritji, we have to fly for two hours 
to Telfer and then drive another seven hours to Kunawarritji. That is replicated across the state. 
I spent quite a bit of time in federal Parliament talking about that sort of stuff. I spent a lot of time talking about 
the lack of engagement by the WA government in so many areas that has seen WA short-changed in the 
allocation of dollars for defence, renewable energy and the national broadband network, just to name a few. 
Indeed, the fact that I thought that we should be out there fighting a lot harder for a fair share not just of GST but 
of all these other areas made the offer made to me by Mark McGowan of coming back into the team very, very 
attractive. I knew when I was asked to come back in at the eleventh hour that an enormous amount of work had 
been put in by the parliamentary team, but what really took my breath away was the work being done by 
candidates and their teams. I have some pretty notorious standards—some of my staff are in the public gallery—
when it comes to work ethic and I have engaged in some ferocious hand-to-hand combat in the suburbs in 
election campaigns. But I was genuinely stunned by how driven our candidates, their campaign teams and their 
great volunteers were. In the past in campaigns I have seen individual campaigners who have pushed themselves 
to the limit, but I have never seen such an extraordinary mass effort to be out there making contact and 
converting people one vote at a time. By the end of the campaign, we were running into people who were saying, 
“All right, already, we’re going to vote for you, but if you call again we might change our mind.” We could see 
momentum building over the months. The voters saw this commitment. The candidates were out there every day 
and voters saw this genuine engagement. This effort, as much as any policy, built the momentum for change. 
I hope I pulled my weight. I admit there was some great fun. I got to impose my rather unusual musical tastes, 
ranging from Chicano rock to early bogan, on hundreds of punters as guest disc jockey at the Hip-E Club, raising 
moolah for my long-term partner in crime, John Carey. I did some guerrilla shopping centre campaigning with 
the Ab Fab Sabine Winton, when we persuaded the security guard tasked with chucking us out on the Sunday 
before Christmas, to instead take our picture sitting on Santa’s knee. I went trekking with our Pilbara hero Kevin 
Michel—yes Thelma & Louise style, as reported in “Inside Cover”, but with a glorious rather than grisly end, 
and with Hon Kyle McGinn attempting a Brad Pitt cameo. I showed off the brilliant and gorgeous Jessica Shaw 
to the business world, and she wowed them. In Albany we had garden parties with the legend that is “Watto”. 
We got him out selling collaborative work spaces and wave energy. The dude was bordering on hipster by the 
end of the day. I was out there proselytising on the national broadband network with David Michael, 
Amber-Jade Sanderson and Darren Forster. Let me tell members that the punters agree that “fraudband” is not 
the answer. With Emily Hamilton, Mark Folkard, Jessica Stojkovski and Simon Millman, we got to know every 
shopping centre in the northern suburbs, and, we reckon, probably just about every shopper. We went south for 
fundraisers, launches and more shopping centres with Stephen Price, Lisa O’Malley and the biggest swinger of 
all, Don Punch. We spruiked Western Power with Cassie Rowe, while Barry, the peri-urban guy, gave us 
much-needed lessons in firefighting. Rather exceptionally, David Templeman and Robyn Clarke arranged a very 
thoughtful lunch with a bunch of One Nation supporters. I also say it was a joy to work with and see elected 
Hon Pierre Yang and Yaz Mubarakai, both absolutely delightful first-class human beings who are helping to 
make our party and this Parliament truly reflective of our community. I want to give a special shout-out to two of 
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our people who did not make it—Lara Dalton in Geraldton, with us, pouring beers at the Bootenal Family 
Tavern, and Darren Forster in Kalgoorlie. Both these candidates gave it a first-class crack, and were almost 
successful. I hope that in the future we will see them have another go. 
I thank Premier Mark McGowan for the faith he has shown in me, and all of my caucus colleagues for 
welcoming me back into the fold. I want to acknowledge the great team in the party office, led by 
Patrick Gorman, and I want to again acknowledge the work of Lenda Oshalem in developing the 
Community Action Network, which really has revolutionised the whole process and effort of campaigning. I also 
want to do a special call-out to Jo Gaines, who was slaving away earnestly on all of our regional policies and 
even wrote our agricultural policy. 
I want to say thank you to my friends and supporters in the gallery today. Thank you to Dave Whittome for your 
generous support—I hope you voted for me, I wanted to get at least one vote in Peppie Grove; to Jahanna and 
Giles on the campaign staff; to the Rosemount and Hillarys Tavern crew and all the Labor family in the northern 
suburbs who gave and gave in time, money and inspiration throughout the long campaign; to all my ministerial 
and electorate staff, some old, some new, some coming back for the second round, you have always supported 
me and the cause we so believe in—love your work; to Umi and Atlas, my little jewels, thank you for always 
being so ready to be political rent-a-kids; and to all my great friends and family members, thank you. A very 
special thank you to Jennifer Harrison, who has given me unfailing encouragement and support in all my 
political endeavours over the last 40 years. I owe you big time. You are a true and much loved friend. Finally, 
thank you to the electors of North Metropolitan Region and my beloved Western Australians for putting your 
trust in me. I will endeavour to honour that by doing all I can to deliver inspired and inclusive government to 
Western Australia. 
[Applause.] 
HON MARTIN PRITCHARD (North Metropolitan) [5.37 pm]: I extend a welcome to the northern suburbs 
to Minister MacTiernan. She is very welcome and I know that she will work very hard on behalf of the 
constituents that we share in that area. I am sure that not everybody came to hear me speak; we have had some 
momentous events today, and the previous speaker was one of them. 
I want to get some things on the record. It is left to me to talk about some of the negatives that we have just 
passed through in this state, and then hopefully move on to the positives under this new McGowan government. 
I was speaking before question time about good debt and bad debt, which seems to be the catchcry of the times, 
and I was trying to relate it to something that a constituent family could understand. It is not that hard. It is 
difficult to think about debt in the billions of dollars; it is very hard to get our minds around those sorts of 
figures. However, I think the concepts are reasonably easy to understand. I was talking about when I first bought 
a home. I spoke about this in my inaugural speech a couple of years ago. 
I thank my wife a lot for organising and coordinating the purchase of our first home. It was a struggle. We 
bought a home-and-land package in a new area in Heathridge, and it was within our budget. We worked out how 
much we could save to put towards the deposit, how much we could put aside each month for the mortgage 
payment and how much of the rest of the budget was required to put our two children through school and pay for 
our groceries. It was about budgeting. Purchasing our first home was also about buying something that was 
affordable, which is something that is probably harder and harder for our kids to do now. We thought long and 
hard about what we could afford. Looking at the previous state government, the stadium project was not a matter 
of not trying to cater for the sporting needs of this state; it was about doing it in a way that was affordable and 
responsible and would fit within the budget. 

My understanding is that a committee was put together to look at the options. A proposal was put forward that took 
into account a reasonable budget to put towards it, and then there was the Mercedes-Benz of stadiums. I am not sure 
whether I would have looked at the more economic stadium in the same way that I look at the new stadium as I pass 
Burswood casino Crown Perth and such. I see a magnificent building; I am sure that it is going to be magnificent. 
I certainly hope that the infrastructure being put around the stadium will work because we could do without 
frustration in our sporting pastimes. I look at that new stadium and say, “Yes, it will be great”, but was it 
responsible for the state government committing to spend somewhere in the area of $1.5 billion on it? Would it 
have been more responsible to look more seriously at the $600 million proposal for the current site in Subiaco? My 
view, as a person who looks at my family budget, is that it would have been more responsible to look at the more 
economic or more responsible way of dealing with it. Is it good debt or is it bad debt? I would say that it is bad debt 
because it fulfils a void—something that needed to occur—but not in the most appropriate way. 

The other thing that strikes me about moving to the new stadium, which I am not sure that a lot of thought has 
been given to, is what is going to happen to businesses in Subiaco? I have often been to Subiaco Oval to watch 
football, and the time leading up to a match is a boon for the restaurants and such within Subiaco. I would hate 
for many of those businesses to suffer because of the loss of trade on Sundays leading into those matches. I am 
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not sure how much thought has been given to that. If we look at the new premises, I imagine the caterers will 
have more of a monopoly because people will want to get to the game early and there is nothing close by, unless 
one considers that the casino is an appropriate place to go beforehand. It worries me a bit. It is not that it is not 
a good stadium; I think it is a good stadium. With the work that has been done on the train station and such, it 
looks like the plan will work, but it worked in Subiaco as well, and I lament the loss of that a little. 

We talk about good and bad debt and how we deal with that debt. It is really a matter of perspective and the size 
of the debt. Obviously, looking at a family’s debt, the consequences of not working within one’s budget are 
fairly drastic; it is possible for a family to lose their home and security that goes with it. Often, the consequences 
to a state can be as stark if there is no plan to work through how it is going to deal with debt. I believe that a lot 
of state debt has come about because of the theory raised by Liam Bartlett; that is, in entering into the GST deal 
on behalf of this state, the government understood the GST distribution and it probably understood that a state 
that relies very much on resources and royalties would have some difficulty at some point with the 
GST distribution that had been agreed to. Liam Bartlett theorised that the then state Treasurer Porter and then 
Premier Barnett understood that, but believed that they could compromise with their federal colleagues into 
fixing the problems they would have. Together, they determined that one of the ways they could do that, and 
possibly get a number of projects off the ground, was to spend the royalties that were booming at the time. The 
royalties we had at that time were astronomical. The money pouring into this state allowed them to commit to 
the projects that they wanted to achieve. Under this theory, they believed that they would so compromise this 
state that their colleagues in the federal system would have to bail them out; their federal colleagues would 
understand that the conservative base in Western Australia would have to be protected to allow them to be 
re-elected and not allow a situation to arise in which this state under the previous government would be allowed 
to get to the stage that the GST would go to some ridiculously low level without any money being put aside from 
the royalties of that boom time. Therefore, they spent and spent. Then the inevitable happened with the GST. 
That is not hard to understand if people look at how the GST works. The GST distribution is an equalisation 
method. It looks at what a government can attract in its own state through royalties and such and then looks at 
other states that cannot attract the same sort of income and balances out the GST to try to help those states that 
cannot attract other income. It is fairly simple. It looked at the GST distribution and the royalties we were 
receiving. I am not an economist, but I and many others knew that in the time lag, the GST would go down; the 
money that we recoup from the federal government through the GST distribution would go down quite 
dramatically considering the amount of royalties we were receiving. It was understood that it would happen. 
Possibly, it was not understood how critical it was or how far it would go down and how long it would stay 
down, but people knew that the GST would go down.  

The fact is that none of the royalties money was put aside to assist us through that. If we were to look at this in 
the context of a family, they might have good times; they may receive overtime payments at Christmas and be 
able to put that money aside, but if one was trying to look after one’s family, one would make sure, if one knew 
that there would be some bad times on the horizon, to put some of that money away to help them through those 
bad times. If that theory is correct, the idea was purportedly put together by Porter and Barnett that they would 
be bailed out at the federal level, and they were not. That gamble has certainly put this state in a very, very 
difficult position. 

It is not necessarily by design that I have talked about all the negatives of the previous government. We now 
have responsibility, and we have a positive outlook to try to see our way through this burden and to bring this 
state back to the great state that it is. I wanted to raise this matter because it seemed obscene to me that during 
the election campaign the Turnbull government seemed to try to hold Western Australians to ransom by 
suggesting that the federal government would not move money from one project to another. It suggested that if 
the Perth Freight Link were not to be built, the money would not flow to this state and we would lose it. Rather 
than our federal conservative colleagues doing the right thing by looking at the GST and resolving the issues, 
they tried to use the situation almost to blackmail electors in Western Australia into voting for a conservative 
government, which they did not do, and quite rightly so. 

The McGowan government finds itself in a difficult position, but it is a challenge that we are up for. Many 
mistakes were made by the previous government, and they were not mistakes that can be hidden. If the 
mathematicians amongst us—people who like maths, anyway—were to look at the last two terms of government, 
they would quickly work out that the former Liberal–National government had control of the numbers in both 
houses of Parliament, and that basically meant that whatever it wished to do, whatever law it wished to bring in, 
it could do so. Although this is the house of review, it was almost compromised on the basis that the government 
of the day had a majority in both the Legislative Assembly and the Legislative Council. The McGowan 
government does not have that same benefit. In some respects, that means that this house can really do its job, 
because it will definitely be a house of review and will be able to look at legislation. I suspect, of course, that 
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most members in this place will understand the mandate the McGowan government got, given the outcome of 
the 11 March election. 

I put my faith in the electors of Western Australia. This house is made up according to the will of the electors in 
this state, and I respect that. I imagine that many members in this place understand the mandate the McGowan 
government has. They will obviously look at and deal with legislation on its merits. I just draw the distinction 
between the previous Barnett government and the current government. The previous government could almost 
do whatever it wished, and it made mistakes. That was probably the reason for the previous government’s 
perceived arrogance. The McGowan government will not have that. We will make sure that when we put 
forward legislation, people will have the opportunity to see it and deal with it on its merits. As I said, this is 
something that needed to be pointed out. 

On a more positive note, I believe we have made a very good start in facing all the obstacles placed before us by 
the previous government, particularly with regard to finances. The McGowan ministry has come to grips with its 
portfolios particularly well and speedily. It is not an easy thing. When Hon John Kobelke was first elected, 
I would have coffee with him quite often. I think his nickname at the time was “Minister for Everything”; he 
certainly had quite a few portfolios. I remember ringing his office and saying, “I’d love to come up and 
congratulate him and have a coffee with him.” It was not his secretary who answered his phone—nor his 
secretary’s secretary, nor his secretary’s secretary’s secretary! It was his diary secretary—quite some way 
down—and that person realised that I was a friend of John’s, and indicated that he had a 20-minute gap in his 
diary six weeks from that date when John could look forward to having a cup of coffee with me. I duly went and 
had a cup of coffee with him, six or seven weeks after the election, and I could see how physically worn out he 
was with the hours he had been putting in to get on top of his brief. I am pleased to say that I have seen and 
spoken to, from the inside, many ministers, and I have been amazed by how quickly they have got across their 
portfolios and by the sort of work they are already doing. I think that bodes well for this government. 

I certainly look forward to the next four years and working through the issues to try to get this state back to what 
I believe it is—a very lucky resources state that has the ability to fend very well for itself, if it is managed 
properly. I have a lot of faith in the current ministry’s ability to provide that management. It may be a little 
premature to say this, but I hope the electors understand the enormity of the government’s task. I also hope we get 
a second term, because it would be highly optimistic to think that we could resolve the problems of this state 
within four years. However, I think the electors of this state have every reason to feel confident that we will look 
at all the issues and deal with them, and I have confidence in this house to assist the government in that and to 
make sure that we are in a much better position in four years’ time and an even better position in eight years’ time.  

Finally, I would like to say, if I may, a thankyou to my family and my wife. The election campaign we have run 
for pretty much the last year has been quite taxing on me and them, so I want to say thank you to them. 

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.30 pm 

HON ALISON XAMON (North Metropolitan) [7.30 pm]: Thank you, Madam President. Congratulations on 
your appointment as the first woman President in the Legislative Council. 

But as I was saying, members—before I was so rudely interrupted!—it has been four years since I last had the 
opportunity to speak in this place. I would like to begin by acknowledging that this Parliament is meeting on the 
lands of the Whadjuk Noongar people, a proud people who have been the custodians of this country for tens of 
thousands of years and who, despite a history of violent colonisation, have a strong culture that has survived. 
I acknowledge that ownership of this land was never ceded and that this is and always will be Aboriginal land. 
I pay my respects to the elders past, present and emerging, and recognise that it is beholden on myself and, 
indeed, all of us in this place, to ensure that our decisions work toward ensuring justice for Aboriginal people 
and to addressing the ongoing impacts of colonisation and racism. 
Over the last four years much has changed yet much has not. I have plenty of things to say about a great many 
things but I will just touch on some of my favourite topics tonight. I am really pleased that the Greens have 
reclaimed our seat in the North Metropolitan Region. It is a seat that was held by my friend and former colleague 
Hon Giz Watson very capably for 15 years. For those members who have not worked with me before, here is 
a potted version—a very small version—about who I am. If members want to know more about me, they can 
read my original inaugural speech or, indeed, any of the hundreds of speeches I gave when I was last in this 
place during the thirty-eighth Parliament. I am sure they will find them absolutely riveting reading. I was born 
and bred in Perth and I have lived here my whole life except for a couple of years when I was a toddler and my 
family lived in Merredin. I am the daughter of a Uniting Church minister. My mother was originally a teacher. 
My life changed irreversibly and absolutely for the worst when I was 11 years old and my dearly loved father 
lost his battle with depression and chose to take his life. This experience rocked me, my family and my world. 
None of us ever fully recovered. The ensuing fallout was enormous and has defined much of what I now do with 
my life. I feel like I have lived many lives and have had to overcome a fair amount of subsequent adversity, but 
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it is always my hope that these experiences assist me in becoming a better advocate for people whose lives are 
not easy or simple, or have been adversely affected by trauma. I hope to be someone who reflects what recovery 
from profound unwellness can look like. In my twenties I became the sole parent to my wonderful daughter and 
my life began to turn around. A couple of years later I met the man who would go on to become my now 
husband and the father to our two sons. 
From a career perspective, I started off as a qualified play leader working with children at risk after graduating 
with a cert IV from TAFE, which I did not have to pay for, by the way. Eventually, I made my way to the union 
movement where I worked as an organiser, industrial officer, equal opportunities specialist and lawyer, picking 
up two university degrees and admission to the Supreme Court along the way. I am really proud of my union 
background. It is often considered to be a bit of an unusual one for a Greens member, but it was my job to 
uphold the human rights of workers and I think that is a pretty honourable way to earn a living. I was elected to 
sit in the thirty-eighth Parliament, but I was not elected to the thirty-ninth. For the past four years I have been 
immersed in mental health and suicide prevention advocacy, working with prisoners and disability advocates and 
have continued my legal work, including working with refugees. I note that when I was working with refugees it 
was meant to be a respite from the mental health and suicide work that I was undertaking simultaneously. 
Unfortunately, I can assure members that the way we currently treat those who arrive at our shores seeking 
protection from terror and persecution ensured that there was no chance that I would be working with a clientele 
who was unaffected by the impact of mental illness and suicide. To be plain, our detention centres produce 
a level of despair, misery and hopelessness for our fellow humans who are already suffering from losing so much 
and having experienced so much trauma. The way we treat refugees and asylum seekers who arrive in Australia 
should be a source of great national shame. I believe that history will judge us poorly. 
Members will hear me talk a lot about the issue of mental health. It is one of my key concerns and a core part of 
my life’s work. I do not believe that the issue of mental health is one that belongs to any one party. I firmly 
believe that champions for mental health can be found right across the political spectrum. Likewise, governments 
of all persuasions can be held responsible for the legacy of chronic underfunding and neglect that the mental 
health sector has traditionally experienced Australia-wide for decades. 
I want to start by acknowledging and commenting on some of the positive reforms that have occurred within 
Western Australia over recent years and to give credit where credit is due. These reforms, which had been long 
lobbied for and were at the instigation of the mental health sector, were enacted under the Barnett government. It 
is important to acknowledge when things are done well. There were many positive structural reforms that have 
begun to turn around what is happening with mental health. We finally established a separate mental health 
ministry. This was a positive thing because it meant that for the first time, mental health, within the spectrum of 
health, was able to get the individual attention it so desperately required. For too long the needs of people with 
mental health issues were left to become secondary to the pressing issues surrounding health. By having an 
independent Minister for Mental Health we were finally able to focus attention on reform in this very important 
space. When this Labor government made the decision to put those two ministries under one minister, there was 
concern about that from the mental health sector. At the same time, perhaps it is an opportunity. I am prepared to 
keep an open mind about this. I think it is important that we maintain two independent separate ministries, but 
maybe there is the opportunity to ensure that there is genuine structural change within the Department of Health 
about the way it responds to mental health issues. I can be very clear that if I feel that mental health is once again 
taking a backward slide, I will be the first one in this place who will draw it to everyone’s attention. It will not 
happen on my watch. Another really important reform was the establishment of a Mental Health Commission. 
I do not think people should understate how important a reform that was. WA is still the only state that has 
a Mental Health Commission with the power to procure services. That is enormously important. From the work 
that I have done nationally, I know that the capacity for our Mental Health Commission to effect real change is 
the envy of many states. Mental health commissions in other states work really hard on developing great policies 
and putting forward proposals but, frankly, power in mental health will always be with whoever has the dollars. 
It is very important that we have an independent planning commission that can develop the policy, preferably 
and, in fact, necessarily in conjunction with people with lived experience, and then have the dollars to purchase 
what is required in order to achieve reform. I note that when the Labor government made the decision to 
combine a range of government departments, the decision was made to stick with the commitment that was made 
in opposition to keep a separate Mental Health Commission. I commend the government for doing that and I am 
going to insist that the government does not backtrack on that at any point in the future. I know that there is 
pressure coming to bear, particularly from large doctors’ organisations that might feel very strongly about the 
need to get rid of the Mental Health Commission, but I believe this would be absolutely a step backwards. It is 
very important that we ensure that the Mental Health Commission retains its full power and ensures that services 
are still able to be purchased as part of what it does. 

We also recognised the importance of ensuring not only that the voice of lived experience—the voice of those 
people who live with mental illness and who use the services, and that of their carers and their family 
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members—is put at the centre of why we provide mental health services, but also that the voice of lived 
experience designs the very services that are provided. This is the way it needs to be within mental health. 
Nobody knows better what they need for their own mental health than the person who is struggling. The power 
of co-production cannot be understated; we can have the wisdom of people with the clinical experience and 
know-how, along with that of the people who are living through the experience. This has been transformational 
in how we address mental health services and how we see that mental health services need to be developed into 
the future. 

I also want to commend the decision that was made to fund systemic advocacy. The mental health sector has 
ensured that it is ongoing, but it has not been enjoyed in other sectors, and I will get to that later. The reason this 
is so important is that it ensures that the voice of lived experience, in conjunction with the voice of service 
providers and clinicians, can be heard to effect real changes. The one thing we want to ensure is that real change 
within mental health does not degenerate into party politics. We want to make sure that we can effect genuine 
change, and part of the way to do this is to ensure that those organisations that can best incorporate that voice 
and best analyse what needs to occur are able to do that. If the decision is made to gut systemic advocacy, the 
decision that is effectively being made is to silence people who are best placed to tell us what we need to do to 
ensure that we are making the best reforms we can. We now understand the notion of recovery and the need to 
work within trauma-informed frameworks. I think this has become more mainstream and people recognise this. 
The wonderful thing about recovery is that it acknowledges that people can and do get better with the right 
services and supports and with the right understanding within the community that people can live good lives. 

I want to acknowledge the importance of the fact that we finally have a new Mental Health Act. It is not perfect. 
We will need to do a proper in-depth review, but we always knew we would have to do that because it was such 
an overwhelmingly transformational piece of legislation. A piece of legislation that large was never going to be 
implemented without problems. One of the key problems with the implementation of the new Mental Health Act 
has been the lack of practical support to implement it, in particular the lack of investment in ensuring that the 
electronic systems enable us to best enact the provisions of the act. This is an ongoing problem. I am sure that if 
I start talking about the Department of Health and information technology systems, I will not be an orphan in this 
place in recognising what a huge problem we have. But it is also important that people know that with pieces of 
legislation such as the Mental Health Act, which of course has the potential to rob people of their own authority, 
it is especially important that we are mindful of ensuring that we provide the best possible support to enable it to 
be implemented. I also want to acknowledge and thank those clinicians who have taken on board the new 
provisions so well and have worked so hard and are trying to embrace the new provisions and do the right thing, 
despite not getting enough support. 

Of course, a big thing that has occurred has been the introduction of the 10-year services plan for mental health, 
which also incorporates alcohol and other drug services. I really hope that this place makes a decision across all 
party lines to embrace this plan and to ensure that it is implemented and that we stick to the time lines in the plan 
as far as practicable. The principal thing that the plan does is recognise that in order to stop the sheer number of 
people who end up in our acute and subacute systems within the mental health system, we need to start looking 
at investment in prevention and early intervention services and how absolutely critical this is. Most of these 
services are going to be successfully provided by the community-managed mental health sector. I am 
disappointed that since the plan came into effect, we have still looked at putting most of our investment into the 
acute and subacute areas rather than looking at what we term “turning off the tap”—stopping the situation in 
which people get so unwell that they end up in the most expensive delivered services, which is acute and 
subacute services, and that is without even looking at the human impact of what happens to those people and 
their families. It is really important that we start looking at genuine investment. I am the first one in this place to 
know that we do not have a lot of money, but I also know that if we do not start investing in early intervention 
and prevention services, it will cost this state—that is without us talking about the human cost—millions and 
millions more in the long run, because treating people once they have got to the point of being critically ill, 
rather than assisting people early on when they start to experience mental health distress, is just bad economic 
sense. The plan is not perfect. There was some intervention by cabinet with a few provisions, and I suspect that 
that might be the subject of discussion at various points, but generally it is really sound. I am going to ask 
anyone who has an interest to look at it, because it also outlines the need for specialised services in this state for 
a whole range of people. 

I also want to note the establishment of the mental health court, or the Start Court as we refer to it, which is 
a really important intervention for those people who are experiencing mental health issues and getting into early 
trouble with the law. It is an enormous success. The success rate for this program is on the record. It is turning 
people’s lives around. It is steering people away from the justice system and saving us money in the long run. It 
is a very important provision. We need to look at expanding it so that it goes out to the regions. We need to look 
at expanding the services that are attached to this court to make them available to the Children’s Court. 
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I also want to acknowledge the specialist services that have been established, such as the statewide specialist 
Aboriginal mental health service. I hope that continues. We saw the establishment of specialist services for 
eating disorders, for example. It is about time. We are starting to go in the right direction. That is the good news. 

We also saw the establishment of the Mental Health Network. I was lucky enough to be appointed to be one of 
the co-leads for the statewide Mental Health Network. This is a very important initiative of the Department of 
Health. It brings together multidisciplinary clinicians—psychiatrists, psychologists, social workers, peer 
workers, nurses, people with lived experience, primary health providers and community-managed health 
services—to develop models of care, models of service and clinical guidelines. It is genuine co-production. It 
meant that we were able to harness the expertise of an enormous number of people. There are literally thousands 
of people involved in this network to effect reform. I am very disappointed that that network has failed to attract 
the level of support that it requires from the Department of Health in order to succeed. It is co-run with the 
Mental Health Commission. The Mental Health Commission has been pretty fulsome in its support but we are 
not seeing that at the moment with the health department. I really hope that that gets turned around because it 
would be an absolute mistake to not allow something as important as the Mental Health Network to achieve the 
extent of what it can. 

What has not happened? The first thing I will talk about, because I banged on about it for four years when I was 
here before and I have been banging on about it for the last four years, is what has not happened with the 
Criminal Law (Mentally Impaired Accused) Act, which I am really angry about. As I said earlier today in this 
place, the Criminal Law (Mentally Impaired Accused) Act is a heinous piece of legislation. It is diabolical. The 
United Nations has recognised that it breaches the human rights of people with disability. It is a great disgrace 
that this state still has it on its books. It came into effect in 1996. As early as 2003, through the Holman review, it 
was recognised that we needed to drastically transform that legislation. It has left vulnerable people with mental 
impairment, mental illness, intellectual disability, cognitive disability, senility or acquired brain injury rotting in 
our jails—people who have not been afforded the right to have their day in court. 

We saw the case of Marlon Noble. As members who were here before would know, he was one of the people 
I advocated for to be released from custody. He was left to rot in jail for 10 years, only to find that eventually the 
charges were dropped. To this day he remains on a custody order. He is not facing charges anymore. He never 
got a chance to have his day in court. It is an absolute diabolical disgrace. Some fundamentals really need to 
occur. I believe that we need to make sure as a matter of urgency that we reform key provisions of the 
Criminal Law (Mentally Impaired Accused) Act. From consultation with people from the mental health and 
disability sectors, who are the people who best know, I also believe we need an entirely new piece of legislation 
so that we can achieve the policy outcomes that were originally envisaged when this act was created, which was 
to allow people with mental impairment who come up against the justice system therapeutic options to get the 
services and support they need so that they no longer engage in offending behaviours. We are talking about 
incredibly vulnerable people who, by the very nature of their mental impairment, do not intend to commit 
offences against anybody. 

We need to get in some key provisions. I really hope that when we finally see an amended Criminal Law 
(Mentally Impaired Accused) Act in this place, at least five provisions have been urgently addressed. I am 
calling on the Attorney General to make sure that all five of these, at a bare minimum, are included. The first 
thing we need to ensure is that there is a finite limitation on terms, so that nobody who is held on a custody order 
under this act is ever able to be left in prison for any longer than they would have been had they been found 
guilty of the original offence. The second thing is we need to allow a special hearing. Even before people get to 
the point of being incarcerated, we need to allow the evidence to be tested to see whether there is even a case to 
answer in the first place. It happens in other Australian states; there is no reason in the world that we cannot have 
that in Western Australia. We need a whole range of procedural fairness provisions. There is no right of appeal 
under the Criminal Law (Mentally Impaired Accused) Act. We need to ensure that politics is removed from 
decisions. A decision to release a person from a custody order should be put in the hands of the judiciary—those 
decisions should be taken away from politicians. That is surely a fundamental principle of justice. Probably one 
of the biggest things our Supreme Court judges have been calling for is the need to ensure that there is judicial 
discretion for a range of options. At the moment, if someone is deemed to be a mentally impaired accused, 
a judge is faced with two options: either just release them or put them in prison, potentially indefinitely. Our 
judges are screaming out for a middle-road option to be available for vulnerable people; that is, to put them on 
some sort of order that enables them to live in the community with appropriate services. It would allow people 
who have often fallen through the cracks, particularly people with disability, to finally get the services they need. 
It is absolutely ludicrous that we do not have these basic provisions. 

That is one of the key reasons I basically needed to come back to this place. I felt I really needed to; it was not 
resolved in the last four years. We have been begging for reform. I recognise that it is not a politically popular 
decision to take. Seriously, go out into the general public and say, “I am fighting for the human rights of people 
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with disability who engage in offending behaviours.” People absolutely hate it, but we have to take it on. For 
once, let us actually do the right thing. Let us talk about human rights and let us not just go down the cowardly, 
populist line. I hope that this is addressed. I hope we get it addressed early on in this Parliament so that it does 
not become some hideous political issue going into an election. But let us get it finally reformed! 

I want to refer to other issues within mental health. I hope we will finally see the establishment of recovery 
colleges in Western Australia. I note there has been some commitment by this government to establish recovery 
colleges. I will put forward a word of caution: I have had the privilege of seeing many recovery colleges, both 
overseas and around Australia. A recovery college and a recovery college are not necessarily the same thing. 
There is a whole bunch of different models. In this state there is a committed group of people who have lived 
experience; they are service providers and advocates who have been working towards a model for many, many 
years. They know the sort of model that has been agreed within the sector. The one thing I would encourage this 
government to do, before it proceeds with any idea for a recovery college, is to ensure that it takes clear direction 
from these people about what is required. Otherwise, it is effectively bypassing good co-production, which 
would be utterly counterproductive. If we have a recovery college, or even recovery colleges, of an agreed model 
within this state, it would be transformational for people with mental illness. 

I really look forward to the day we have a proper transcultural mental health unit for people of various cultural 
backgrounds. We had a semblance of one run out of the health department, but I will not pretend for one second 
that it was really any sort of service at all. We need a proper statewide service that can provide appropriate levels 
of services. For that matter, we need a range of specialist services for people with personality disorder for 
example. The number of people with personality disorder who turn up in crisis to our acute settings and end up 
being turned away and who go on to take their lives is an absolute travesty. We need to ensure that we start 
looking at specialised services for this very complex area of mental health. 

I remain concerned about what will happen with what we term tier 2 services for those people with psychosocial 
disability or mental health issues who will not be eligible for the National Disability Insurance Scheme because 
they do not quite meet the criteria. We need to ensure that they get services. We will have to ensure that they 
keep getting funded because guess what will happen? They will become critically unwell and they will need to 
go onto the National Disability Insurance Scheme. We need to ensure that we keep that level of service going. 
We have to do something about what has happened with our private psychiatric hostels. Some of them are 
amazing and they try really hard to provide an incredible home-like environment despite having absolutely no 
money. But I have walked into psychiatric hostels that I believe fundamentally breach human rights. I have 
walked into psychiatric hostels that look clean and smell like disinfectant, but the people who live there are so 
drugged up, it is like I am walking among the living dead. It is absolutely devastating and heartbreaking. That 
should not be allowed to happen in this day and age. We need to look at how we can drastically reform this 
space. By that, I will be really clear: I am not talking about closing down these hostels overnight, because these 
people will be left on the streets and they will be homeless; I am talking about generations of people who have 
come from institutions straight into psychiatric hostels. These people have long ago lost contact with their family 
and these are now their homes. This is what they need. We need to be able to do it better, and we do not. 

Obviously we need services in the regions. I congratulate the previous government for establishing telehealth. 
I understand it was a royalties for regions initiative. It has been a very important initiative and has helped 
regional people enormously in being able to access services. It is really important that we do not lose that 
particular reform. We need to look at expanding that even further, particularly as we now have legislation such 
as the Mental Health Act, which, effectively, relies on its existence. That is particularly important. 

I refer to Aboriginal mental health. The Specialist Aboriginal Mental Health Service is great, but out in the 
regions we do not have the services that we need. I would really like the federal government to get out of this 
space. I would like it to hand over the money to the state and let us organise this, because one of the problems we 
have with Aboriginal mental health and, indeed, suicide prevention, is that the left hand does not know what the 
right is doing. There is so much crossover and many gaps; it is such a big problem. We need to get the 
governance of this right, because, at the end of the day, people are suffering because we do not have it right. 
I am really glad that the Mental Health Commission is continuing to progress work on its accommodation 
strategy for people with mental health issues, but it requires money. We know that safe and secure 
accommodation and housing is one of the key social determinants of people’s mental health. Therefore, we have 
to ensure that we find better ways to enable people to be appropriately housed. Particularly at the acute end when 
people have been discharged from places such as Graylands, we need appropriate accommodation for people to 
go into. We have to start learning to work across sectors. The housing department will have to learn to work with 
the Mental Health Commission and a range of other areas, yet we do not do it well. We need investment in 
forensic services. I think the time frame on that in the mental health plan is all wrong. We have the same number 
of beds for forensic services that we had decades ago and we do not have enough. It is a problem. It is becoming 
more of a problem because of the ice epidemic. This acute problem needs to be addressed. 
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Finally, the key area that is often left to the Feds to deal with—but I am going to keep raising it at a state level—
is support services for people with mental health issues who want to go into employment. Occupation, 
employment and keeping busy are other social determinants for mental health. We do not invest enough in those 
areas. I really hope that we start encouraging people to work because I firmly believe that when people work, 
they have not only a purpose and an income, but a sense of citizenship, and that is critically important. 
It has been interesting to note what has been happening with the Department of Health. One of the things that 
came out of the Stokes review, which followed a series of suicides, was the need to ensure the consistency of 
service across the state. I note that the decision made by the previous government to split services into four 
different regions and to move to boards was not necessarily consistent with ensuring that we have the capacity to 
ensure a consistent service across the state in either mental health or indeed health services, and I am really 
concerned about that. In addition, I reflect that Royal Street seems to be fairly confused about what it means to 
be the system manager in this new regime. We need statewide policies, but there does not seem to be an appetite 
to develop them. We need lots of them. That is how we ensure that even though the boards run the show at the 
local level, no matter where someone lives, that person will have the consistency of service to access either 
mental health or health services. People do not have that at the moment. We need to remove the postcode lottery 
when people are trying to access these services. Likewise, we need to look at earlier intervention in health in the 
same way that we look at it in mental health. We need to look at early intervention and prevention to avoid 
stroke, heart disease and cancer. We end up paying top-dollar for these issues once people are at the point of 
being critically ill, yet we know the solutions to stop people getting that unwell in the first place. It is really hard 
to justify dollars for that when we have people screaming for acute services. I recognise that. We have to find 
a way to start doing it better. 
This issue has been brought to my attention previously and I have decided that I want to raise it specifically. I do 
not usually concentrate on specific issues, but I want to raise the issue of Lyme disease. It has been brought to 
my attention a number of times. Two people who do not know each other are listening right now in the gallery 
and both have independently spoken to me about this issue. I recognise that it is complex and we still need to do 
more research into this area, but people who are experiencing Lyme disease or the Australian equivalent of 
Lyme disease, if that is indeed what it is, are really struggling. They are struggling because they have been told 
their illness does not exist when it does and because they are told they cannot get the support that they need. 
I want to raise that issue in this place because if members have experienced chronic fatigue or any of those 
debilitative illnesses, they will know that it really, really messes with their life. 
I am going to channel my inner former member, Hon Linda Savage, and talk about the need for child health 
centres. She is a former member in this place, a member of the Labor Party in the thirty-eighth Parliament, who 
did an enormous amount of work. I am proud to say that I continue to work with her on the issue of early 
intervention for children. It is very easily overlooked, yet it is so important to ensure that children from the very 
earliest stages have issues addressed before they become too much of a problem. I experienced this with my 
younger son and it meant that he did not speak until far too late. 
I refer to suicide. I was really fortunate to be appointed to the Ministerial Council for Suicide Prevention, and 
I thank the previous government for enabling me to do that. Together this group of people from a wide variety of 
political persuasions and different backgrounds and lived experiences helped to advise in a range of areas around 
suicide prevention. We have seen significant investment, but I suggest that we still have very far to go. We know 
that we have shameful rates of Aboriginal suicide. We know that particularly young people, lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, intersex, and people who identify as queer and who are subject to homophobia and 
transphobia, are at higher risk of suicide. We need to address this problem as a matter of urgency. 
I am very concerned about older Australians who are increasingly looking to suicide. What does that mean with 
isolation and lack of services and the value that we are putting on older people’s lives? I say the same thing for 
people with disability. Some people with disability choose to take their life because they do not feel valued 
because they cannot get the services they need to live a quality life. This is deeply concerning. In particular, 
I acknowledge how relieved I am that we were able to establish a service for children who have been bereaved 
by suicide. Children who have been bereaved by suicide are three times more likely to take their life later in life 
and are at huge risk of having mental health issues. It is a pilot program in this state. It is already inundated with 
demand. They cannot keep up with the need. I will be keeping a very close eye on that program because it is 
critically important. 

I am looking forward to working with the disability community. I have already in this place started asking some 
questions about the National Disability Insurance Scheme. I do not know whether we need to go with the state 
system or whether we need to go with the federal system. I think that there are problems with and merits to both, 
and I think in many ways it is not even up to me to make that decision. It is up to people with disability to make 
that decision. The one thing that I ask is that whichever way we go, we need to make sure that people with 
disability are helping to design the system, are involved with renegotiating bilateral agreements and are able to say 
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what they think it needs to be. There is a huge amount of uncertainty at the moment and people are distressed. The 
NDIS was hard fought for reform and people are desperately concerned that they are going to lose it. 

I also note with interest the decision to devolve the Disability Services Commission into another department. 
I have mixed feelings about this. I am sad because we need a separate Disability Services Commission and we 
need to look at ways to ensure that disability has the same focus that mental health does. At the same time, 
I acknowledge that many people with disability have felt that the Disability Services Commission lost its way, so 
there has not been a huge amount of sorrow over what has happened. That is a not a slight on the wonderful 
people who are working there, because there are dedicated people; it is recognition that there have been 
problems. We have lots to do to ensure access to transport for people with disability and that our planning and 
housing laws better reflect accessibility requirements. We need to ensure again that we invest in services around 
employment. We need to look at the issue of seclusion and restraint and how that is used in our schools. We need 
to again look at the issue of systemic advocacy. The decision to defund disability organisations that engage in 
systemic advocacy was appalling. We need organisations that can provide a clear, coherent voice so that all 
reforms and policies have the best possible impact they can for people with disability, and defunding that was 
a mistake. We need to ensure that we are doing everything we can to uphold the human rights and, indeed, the 
valued citizenship of people with disability. 

I also note that we need to look at making sure we invest properly in alcohol and other drugs services. Again, 
I draw members’ attention to the 10-year services plan that outlines what we need, but we must look at 
a different approach to dealing with alcohol and other drugs. It is pointless sticking people in prisons if they are 
simply caught up in the cycle of drug abuse. We need to treat this as a critical health issue and ensure that people 
are getting support. People lives are being ruined and families are being destroyed because they simply are not 
able to get the support they need. Our prisons are no place for anybody. I have been working in the prisons, and 
the training facilities are absolutely substandard. They are not preparing people to do anything. Mental health 
services and health services are virtually non-existent. I hope that this place can unite to ensure that Medicare is 
provided within our prisons. That responsibility should not be sitting on our shoulders; it should be part of the 
general scheme in the provision of health funding. In prisons there are no dental services and virtually no alcohol 
and other drugs services, and people need basic legal services as well. People do not understand how to do things 
around tenancy issues and really basic things that could assist people to keep out of prison. 

I commend the previous government for the establishment of the disability justice centre. It was really needed. It 
is not perfect but it is a step in the right direction. I condemn those people who ran the vile, bigoted campaign 
against the disability justice centre which created so much distress for people in the disability sector and which 
was so unnecessary. It is really important that we have places like that so people are not stuck in our prisons. 
This is going to be more of an issue as we go on, particularly as more and more people are diagnosed with foetal 
alcohol spectrum disorder. 

Our approach to law and order is populist, ill thought out and kneejerk. It is not making for safer communities; 
all it does is ensure that justice is not served. I am despairing about the mad rush towards the desecration of the 
rule of law. Mandatory sentencing is a blight, and it should not happen. We need to ensure that there is judicial 
discretion. We are seeing challenges to the right to silence and the reversal of the onus of proof. It is really 
important that these things are challenged and that we do not lose sight of the rule of law, which is fundamental 
in ensuring that people receive justice. 

A shout-out for community services that provide so many important services. I want to say how disappointed 
I am with the cutting back of so many of our essential public services as well. I will have more to say about that, 
but because I am running out of time, I will focus on some key issues that are important to me. I want to talk 
about how angry I am about what happened to WorkSafe WA under the previous government. It lost staff and 
expertise. There was a culture within WorkSafe to not go out and check workplaces and to ensure that we have 
the safest workplaces that we can have to the degree that I believe we need. We need to make sure that WA has 
uniform occupational health and safety laws. We have some of the worst OSH laws in this country. How that can 
happen is beyond me. We should be looking at making sure that not only do we finally adopt the uniform laws, 
but also improve them, because real concerns about apprenticeship safety and what is happening in this area are 
being raised with me. We are losing fundamental safety regimes. 
People in this place may be aware of my desire to ensure that we introduce legislation for industrial 
manslaughter. I think that is a critical addition to the Criminal Code. I firmly believe that if an employer makes 
a decision that they know could reasonably result in someone’s death and someone dies as a result, they deserve 
to go to prison. They are the people who should be in our prisons; not the people who are caught up with petty 
drug issues, like possession, and people who need support. We need to start getting serious about worker safety. 
We spend too much time focussing on the carrot; I am saying that it is time we employed a little bit of the stick. 
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I am very disappointed about what has happened to TAFE. As I said before, I went to TAFE and it helped me to 
get to my first job. TAFE is now simply unaffordable for too many people. We should not be putting any barriers 
in the way of people to retrain and get employment. It is particularly important in this post-mining world, and we 
need to ensure that people have every opportunity they can to get work. 
I will be saying much in this place about electoral affairs and the need to change our voting tickets, and will be 
looking at reform. Also, for the integrity of government, we need to start looking at donation reform and 
restrictions on lobbyists’ access to ministers. We need to make sure that people are not able to buy their way into 
influence within this place. Everybody deserves to be able to access their member of Parliament without 
worrying whether they have enough money to do that. 
I am also going to be very supportive of changes for whistleblowers, while at the same time making sure that we 
do not allow whistleblower legislation to be used by cowards to make vexatious allegations to pursue personal 
agendas. That is important. 
I will continue to talk about climate change. It is a key area of concern. It is unbelievable that we are not doing 
everything we can to stop it. Even today’s paper showed that the WACA might be submerged by the river—if 
that is not a national emergency, I do not know what is! Can we finally do something about this matter? Uranium 
is not the solution; it is dirty. If anyone here has the solution as to how to safely store radioactive waste for tens 
of thousands of years, please, speak up, because they will be the only person in the world who knows. We have 
a responsibility to future generations to not go there, and uranium mining itself displaces Aboriginal people. 
Likewise, fracking is not the solution. Farmers hate it, and I do not blame them. It puts our water sources at risk; 
but, more than anything, it continues the endless cycle of using fossil fuels, which stands in the way of us 
making the transition to a jobs-rich future in renewable energy. We have talked about it ad infinitum; we need to 
finally start making that transition. 
In terms of a vision for a more positive future, I am a huge supporter of public transport, particularly rail and 
light rail and the place-making opportunities that that provides. We can design our cities better than we do by 
providing housing that is sustainable, and has an appropriate mix of private ownership and low-income housing. 
We need housing designed so that it is passively heated and cooled with the use of photovoltaics and for the now 
emerging use of battery storage to become the norm. We need housing that makes better use of our precious 
water, including water capture, third-pipe systems and also water-saving and recycling technologies, and we 
need housing that is accessible for older people or people with disability. 
We need to preserve what is remaining of our urban bushland. The Swan coastal plain is a biodiversity hotspot 
yet I am concerned at how many people do not even understand what that means. To be a biodiversity hotspot is 
not a good thing; it means that we have a biodiversity region that is acknowledged is under threat. At this point 
I have to say something about the farce of offsets. If we wipe out one type of vegetation in order to preserve 
a completely different type of vegetation, we miss the point. We only have pockets of our urban bushland left. 
They are home to wildlife and they cool our cities and provide amenity, yet they are under constant threat of 
inappropriate developments. Kudos to those local governments that have made the effort to preserve their local 
bushlands, but most of our urban bushland remains unprotected and we need to do something about that. 
I am aware that the vision I describe is very urban based and it is a formula for how large groups of people can 
live together, but I also acknowledge the need for people in our rural and remote regions to also have access to 
sustainable technologies, affordable housing and services. I think in particular of the need to ensure that our 
Aboriginal communities are given the resources and the governance opportunities to ensure that they are able to 
not only stay open, but also thrive. I understand that to take Aboriginal people from country is to effectively kill 
them. We should be doing all we can to ensure that our actions do not sever this connection and to ensure that 
current and future generations of Aboriginal communities are supported. 
I have many people to thank for enabling me to be back in this place. It was the Greens that placed their trust in 
me and the Greens to whom I owe my gratitude. Of course, I thank all those who voted for the Greens in the 
North Metropolitan Region. I thank those members and supporters who doorknocked, phone banked, leafletted, 
stood on stalls and staffed polling booths. These are people who gave of their time and energy because they put 
their hope and trust in the Greens to advocate for a kinder, gentler, cleaner, safer, sustainable and better future. 
I thank those people who ran the Greens’ statewide election campaign. 

I particularly thank those who were part of team North Metro who volunteered and worked so very, very hard, 
who had my back and who looked out for and supported each other. Special thanks to the North Metro candidates 
Sam Jenkinson and Ziggy Fatnowna who joined me on the North Metro upper house ticket, and then the 
amazingly talented lower house crew, Nicole Harvey, Mark Cooper, Tom Webster, Nadine Reeves-Hennessy, 
Jo Gurak, Greg Boland, Mushfiq Shah, Louahna Lloyd, Lisa Webb, Matt Ward, Dan Grosso, Hannah Milligan, 
Jude Cullity and Robyn Treacy. In addition to those candidates I want to acknowledge the tireless efforts of 
Jordan Gibbs, Andrew Woolley, Patrick Hyslop, Sebastian Tudor, Annemarie Hindinger, Louis Marchant, 
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Graham Hansen, Caitlyn O’Dea, Lisa Thornton, Chilla Bulbeck, Cadell Eynon, Claire McCormick and 
Dan Loden. The whole North Metro team ran like clockwork because of the leadership and sheer hard work of 
Laurel de Vietri, Ben Herrmann, Andrew Markey and Justin Blanch, and the ongoing support of our party 
co-convenors, Grahame Bowland and Sarah Nielsen Harvey. Thank you so much to all of you. I hope to make all 
your efforts worthwhile. I am looking forward to working with my old colleague Hon Robin Chapple and being 
joined by new members Hon Tim Clifford and Hon Diane Evers, and of course continuing to work with my 
friends WA Senators Rachel Siewert and Scott Ludlam. I am disappointed that I will not be working again with 
Hon Lynn MacLaren and I want to thank her for all her work over the past eight years and particularly her support 
during the election campaign. I am so very pleased that I am being re-joined by my former staffers the 
uber-talented Kirsten and Jocasta, and our team is being joined by the lovely Leigh. 

On a personal note thank you to all those members of the Uniting Church who have been so loving and 
supportive; it means the world to me. I want to thank those people who know me the best and who remain my 
most precious and loyal of friends—Ali, Taryn, Ramona, Alex, Liz and Mark. I want to also note that this 
election was particularly hard with the devastating passing of one of my dearest and most special of friends, 
Marc Newhouse, who lost his battle with cancer in February. Marc would have been known by many of you as 
the powerhouse behind the Aboriginal Deaths in Custody Watch Committee and numerous human rights and 
anti-racism campaigns. But to me he was also my friend, and I loved him, and his death has left a hole in my life. 
Finally, everything in my life makes sense and has purpose because of my three beautiful children, Miette, 
Jackson and Blake, and my husband, partner in everything and best friend, Luke Edmonds. You are my world 
and I can only ever do what I do because of you. 

So, Mr Deputy President, I am back, and there is much to do. I know enough to know that I may only get these 
four years. This is not my inaugural speech, it is my contribution to the Address-in-Reply, but let us get going, 
because I am ready to start. 

[Applause.] 

HON COLIN DE GRUSSA (Agricultural) [8.26 pm]: Thank you, Madam President, and may I congratulate 
you on your new role. It is great to see, finally, that we have a woman in charge here. I look forward to plenty of 
robust and, no doubt, very complex debates in this place, and I trust that I and my colleagues in this place will 
not make your job too difficult! I would also like to take the opportunity to extend my gratitude to the staff here 
at Parliament House who have done a wonderful job ensuring myself and the other newbies feel welcome and 
are well equipped for the job ahead. It is a privilege to serve the people of Western Australia and one that cannot 
be understated. It is a role that I certainly do not take lightly and it is a role that I look forward very much to 
executing with passion, diligence and commitment. 

I would like to talk a little bit about where I come from and my history. I was born in the coastal town of 
Esperance, which is one of the jewels of this state. Our glorious south coast is well known for its unblemished 
white beaches, crystal clear waters, some of the most spectacular scenery in the state and a great opportunity for 
tourism anywhere in the nation. I think it is one of the greatest opportunities for tourism in the world. This 
variety of natural wonders should make us a top tourism destination for travellers from here and from across the 
oceans. To me this represents a huge opportunity for our regional communities. It is an opportunity for them to 
grow investment and help diversify and revitalise those regional economies. I hope that in this place we can help 
realise that opportunity. 

Esperance Bay and Recherche Archipelago were named by French explorer D’Entrecasteaux in 1792 after ships 
of those names. British cartographer Matthew Flinders famously sought shelter from storms east of Esperance in 
1802 and so named the iconic Lucky Bay, which is also Australia’s whitest beach. The town of Esperance itself 
was gazetted in 1895 and a year later the Esperance Times newspaper reported the following: “Very few men 
care to go to Gaol, but to be in prison in Esperance is ‘a little bit of alright’”. Esperance is indeed a beautiful 
place, even for those on the wrong side of the law! 

Agriculture as an industry in that area really started to boom in the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s as land was 
developed at a fast pace and many a family moved to the area to enjoy the spoils of this new industry. In 1956, 
Mr Alan Chase and a syndicate of American businessmen entered into an agreement with the government of the 
day to buy 500 000 acres at 5s an acre, just under $8 today. It is indeed true to say that the boom in agriculture 
was driven by foreign investors, many of whom failed to meet their obligations and thus their land ended up in 
the hands of locals, allowing many families down there working for those investors to begin their long 
relationship with agriculture in Esperance. A good many of these families still farm in the area today. One of 
those American investors was Art Linkletter and he is quoted as saying: “The promise of Esperance is real and 
rich and whatever the outcome, there can’t be the slightest doubt that the tremendous stimulus of American 
interest in the area must be beneficial.” The growth of agriculture since those early days, not just in Esperance 
but across the state, has been precipitated through the rapid adoption of new technologies and practice change. It 
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was Esperance farmers who got the ball rolling on minimum tillage and direct sowing techniques to preserve the 
very fragile soils from which they sought to earn a living. I am very proud to say that my father was one of those 
early adopters of minimum tillage, and the benefits we saw on our own farms were not just to our advantage but 
also to the preservation of the natural environment and the life therein. 

I will talk a bit about my family now. My mother was a ten-pound Pom and the youngest of 10. She left her 
family in Romford, Essex to travel to the other side of the world in 1970 for opportunity. She began her working 
life in Australia as a governess on a station near Carnarvon before moving to Perth to work for Coventrys 
automotive parts division. It was during this stay in Perth that she met my father’s sister Anne while staying at 
Ladybird Lodge. It was Anne who introduced my parents, and after a short courtship, they married, and Audrey 
moved to live with my father, Ken, in the shed on the farm just north east of Esperance. Dad was also one of 
10 children—the fourth—and started life on my grandfather’s farm at Ballidu. He was a man who could have 
done anything. He was very good at school and hardworking. Apparently, his headmaster was quite distraught 
when he left school at 15 to become a farmer and immediately ordered a meeting with my grandfather to try to 
change my dad’s mind. Needless to say, it was what dad wanted to do and he did it, and at 18 he purchased the 
farm on Wittenoom Hills Road that we called home. 

My grandparents were also very important role models in my life. I spent many a school holiday roaring around 
the suburbs in Perth to cricket clinics in my grandfather’s mustard yellow Corona, while praying that his one 
good eye did not give out as we turned across the traffic at Beaufort Street. There was nothing he liked more 
than a good discussion on politics, and I guess that is what helped to instil the interest in me from an early age. 
His life through the years of the Great Depression, raising a large family and later opening up land near Gibson 
in the 1950s, is a story very much of hard work, determination and a can-do attitude. He lived a very full life 
until he passed away in 2012 at 100 and a half. I have no doubt that if he was still around, he would certainly be 
up in the gallery tonight. 

I came into the world in April 1973. I began my childhood in living quarters in the farm shed, occasionally 
sharing that cot with a tiger snake and spiders. With the help of some of the Pommy backpackers who frequented 
the area, mum and dad built the farmhouse that we lived in. We moved in there in ’74. Probably my first interest 
in the politics of the day was during primary school. My friend Sean in the gallery might remember this one. 
I recall being mightily annoyed that the rules at the school said that my cousin could not kick the footy with me 
because she was a girl, and girls were not allowed to play football. I was pretty upset with that, so I wrote a letter 
to the education minister—I think I was 10 at the time—and vented my frustration at this policy. Of course the 
response I got back then was that girls are not as strong as boys and the risk of injury was too great, so they 
could not play football. It is pleasing to say that there have been some improvements since then, and I note your 
election, Madam President, as one of those changes where we now see women in important roles in our 
community. After high school I undertook studies in computer systems engineering through TAFE, which was 
a prerequisite for modern agriculture. I worked for a number of years in Perth before I went back to the farm and 
it was then that I made the decision to study at Muresk Institute. This was a great experience at a fine institution. 
I am very pleased to say that I attended Muresk’s annual open day just last Saturday. It was fantastic to see that 
place still offering opportunities for young people, as well as training for those already involved in agriculture. It 
is great to see more and more people going through there, and I hope it continues to develop courses that suit the 
modern industry. It was at Muresk that my interest in governance and leadership was discovered, undertaking 
one of the WA government’s foundations for leadership programs, which I have to say were exceptional 
programs and a really good opportunity for young people in our regional areas to gain those leadership skills that 
they need in life. I also led the Muresk Students Association in my final year there, which was a good experience 
that introduced me to a quite heavy governance role. 

My first involvement in politics and the National Party came about over a number of years. I first joined in 2009, 
but I had been introduced to Brendon Grylls at the Pier Hotel in Esperance not long after he took the helm of 
Nationals WA, in about 2005, from memory. My friend and a former member of this place, Wendy Duncan, was 
instrumental in bringing me into the fold and indeed for encouraging me to stand for election in 2013 for the seat 
of Eyre in the other place. We did not quite get there then, but I certainly was keen to have another go this time 
round. I was impressed by the drive, passion and commitment that Brendon had, as well as his obvious desire to 
improve the lives of those who choose to work, live and play in regional WA. In late 2013 I took on the role of 
state president. This was a fantastic introduction to the workings of the party and the many dedicated and 
wonderful members and volunteers who keep the wheels turning. The job was immensely challenging and 
rewarding, but in 2015 I stepped down from that position as I fought a different battle against stage 3 melanoma, 
which I am pleased to say I won. It was a very challenging time indeed, but as they say, what doesn’t kill you 
only makes you stronger. I am very grateful to the Nationals family for the opportunities that I have had along 
the way and of course for their faith in me as a candidate and newly elected member of Parliament. I give my 
pledge to them and to the people of this state that I will do my utmost to be a faithful servant of them. 
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In 2014 I was fortunate enough to be given the opportunity to undertake a Nuffield Australia farming 
scholarship. Nuffield is an incredible organisation that transcends the boundaries of nations, politics and 
ideology. It offers scholars in our nation and others the opportunity to live and breathe the primary industries in 
those other nations and to form lifelong networks. I cannot speak highly enough of this opportunity and the 
experiences I have had along the journey that is Nuffield. It is a tradition for those Nuffield scholars who are 
privileged enough to enter public life that they wear the Nuffield tie for their inaugural address, and I am proud 
to say that I am keeping that tradition alive with this delightful green and red number, although I am not sure if it 
will see another day. My own research for Nuffield was based around the disconnection that exists between 
modern consumers and our agricultural producers. It is that challenge of social license that is perhaps one of the 
greatest challenges facing our food and fibre producers across the globe and certainly here in Australia. As our 
populations become more urbanised and less connected with those primary industries, the challenge for our 
producers and agribusiness in general is to find a way to reconnect with them. For example, in Australia today 
only 0.6 per cent of the population is directly involved in agriculture. About a hundred years ago it was 
14 per cent, so there are a lot fewer people involved now.  

The growth of other industries over a similar period has seen a decline in Australia’s reliance on agriculture, 
which is consistent with trends in other countries, although it is important to note that Australia’s agricultural 
output as a proportion of the economy is among the highest in the OECD. In my view one of the first and most 
important roles for our food and fibre industry is to significantly improve its links with the education system. It 
is critical that children across Australia are given a clear and balanced understanding of food and fibre 
production and the many opportunities that exist or do not yet exist in this exciting industry. Despite the 
unending challenges of climate, markets and economics, our food and fibre industry has an exciting future. The 
rapid advancement of technologies will usher in a new era of robotics, automation and genetic advancement and 
a host of other things that will provide opportunities for jobs that do not yet exist but must be planned for. These 
things will require a commitment to educating our young people, ensuring that world-class research and 
development is catered for and securing continued investment in our regional communities so that they may 
provide a place for this to happen. In the words of John F. Kennedy — 

… our farmers deserve praise, not condemnation; and their efficiency should be a cause for gratitude, 
not something for which they are penalized. 

Of course, the Agricultural Region, which I am privileged to represent in this place, is home to much of the 
state’s agricultural industry. There can be no doubt that the challenge of representing our large electoral regions 
in country WA is massive—I am sure others here can attest to that. The region itself occupies over 
280 000 square kilometres and presents extraordinary challenges in providing adequate representation to the 
people who live there. Covering such a large area and providing the opportunity for constituents to engage 
effectively with their representatives will require a lot of driving, a comprehensive flight schedule and a great 
deal of hard work, and I very much look forward to that. I am proud to follow in the footsteps of previous 
representatives of the Nationals in this place—people like Murray Criddle, Dexter Davies, Wendy Duncan, 
Mia Davies and Paul Brown.  

Centralist policies of past governments have seen services and basic infrastructure in decline across this and our 
other regions for decades. I am extremely proud of the work my colleagues and friends in the Nationals have 
done to try to repair the damage that had been done through this neglect with a structured, credible and well-
planned investment strategy underpinned by the visionary royalties for regions program. It was this program that 
allowed communities to provide and upgrade services and facilities essential to their future. Royalties for regions 
provided funding for aged care so that elderly residents of our regional communities could remain with friends 
and family in the communities they have been a part of all their lives. Child care was supported so that parents in 
those communities could return to work and contribute to our vital regional economies. Hospitals and health care 
were funded, as were telehealth services, which have been mentioned tonight already. They provided much 
needed access to specialist services, which were otherwise inaccessible to so many in country WA. Schools were 
improved so that children in regional areas could get the education they need in a contemporary environment. 

These projects and the thousands more funded through the royalties for regions program, provided real, tangible 
benefits to our regional citizens. Most often these are things that those in our state’s capital take for granted and 
do not tend to raise an eyebrow over. In the city, much of this investment is normalised. But the reality in 
regional WA is that these things were not happening and had not been for years. The people and places in our 
regional areas simply were not on the map, consigned to a destiny of neglect and political abandonment by 
city-focused governments and policies that see regional representation eroded away. The challenge for those who 
live in our regions is to make sure that they do not find themselves consigned to the same fate, facing the same 
issues of neglect we dealt with in the past. I will certainly work hard in this place to try to prevent that. The 
royalties for regions program is much more than a name, much more than a bank account or a list of projects. It 
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has been a lifeline for our regional communities, transforming them into contemporary regional centres, giving 
hope to forgotten communities and providing those bare essentials so desperately needed to attract and retain 
people in our towns. I want to acknowledge the work that my Nationals colleagues, past and present, have done 
in helping drive a new era of regional investment. 

I would like to thank a number of people who have been an important part of my life and who have assisted me 
in this role. These are the people who have provided me with support, guidance and belief, without which I could 
not be here. Firstly, to my three gorgeous girls, Chloe, Mya and Nyree, who are now turning bright red in the 
gallery. Thank you for putting up with all we have been through in the last few years and thank you for the love 
and joy you bring to my life. To my incredible partner, Ali, and her two beautiful girls, Amelia and Evie, sitting 
up there, who are also here tonight, it is a busy house when we are all together, but the love, support and 
happiness is a beautiful thing. Sometimes you just know when it is right. 

To my parents, Ken and Audrey, my sister, Kathy, and brother, Ian, thanks for sharing the journey with me, and 
whilst it has been a heck of a ride over the past few years, I am very proud to have shared it with you. To my 
good friend Tori—this was our second campaign together and I am so very grateful to you for all the efforts you 
have put in on that campaign and the wonderful effort in 2013 as well, thank you. My ex-neighbour and one of 
the most passionate people I know—Marg Agnew and her husband Rob; Marg, you are an inspiration to us all 
and it is people like you who motivate us to improve the lot of those in our regions. Thank you for your unending 
commitment to the Nationals. David and Trina Eagles, also in the gallery tonight, your support, advice and 
friendship over the years I have known you have been fantastic, thank you. Jamie Forsyth, again, thank you for 
your support and friendship over the years and the great morning coffees down at Scotty’s Cafe, if anyone is 
looking for somewhere to go for a coffee! 

To my friend and former member here Wendy Duncan, thank you for convincing me to take the plunge and put 
my hand up to be a representative of the people. Your support and advice along the way also is very much 
appreciated. Sean, up there in the gallery; it has been a long time. Sean was one of the first people who 
introduced me to politics. He scared me off, though, because he took me to a Young Liberals’ meeting, so it took 
a while to recover! Thanks for driving down to Esperance, Sean, and standing on the booth with us. It was much 
appreciated. 

To Brendon Grylls, our former leader, I thank him for his passion, his commitment and the work he did while he 
was leader of the party. He took on an incredible workload, but he did it with passion, with dignity and with 
incredible energy. He is certainly an inspiration to me and I thank him for his guidance and support over the 
years. I would also like to thank our current leader, Mia Davies. Again, your belief in, and passion for, the 
people of our state is to be commended and I thank you for your support over the years. 

To the Nationals team in general, thank you for your outstanding efforts and dedication to the party throughout 
the election campaign and beyond, in particular those who worked on the campaign, in our campaign central as 
well as our local campaigns, our ag region candidates, Martin Aldridge, Leigh Ballard, Fred Block, Steve Blyth 
and David Kennedy, our campaign volunteers, doorknockers and booth workers. Thanks also to the 
Young Nationals team in their canary yellow shirts for the doorknocking and fun you bring to a campaign. 
Thanks, Lachie, for coming down tonight. Thanks also to Peter and Andrea Rundle. It has been an absolute 
pleasure working alongside Pete, as he sought election for Roe in the other place and was successful. He is an 
absolute gentleman and will be a fantastic member of Parliament. 

Thank you to my colleagues in this place, Marty, Jacqui and Holty. I am looking forward very much to working 
with you over the next few years. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the people of the Agricultural Region for their support of the 
Nationals WA. As I said earlier, I look forward to representing all those people who live, work and play in the 
ag region, and, indeed, the people of Western Australia. 

There are plenty more people I could name and to whom I am grateful for their friendship and support, but we 
would be here all night, so I wish to acknowledge and thank them all. 

I will close tonight with some words from former US President, Lyndon B. Johnson, who said — 

In a nation of millions and a world of billions—the individual is still the first and basic agent of change. 

Madam President, in this place I hope we can all be agents of change and that, collectively, that change will see 
benefits flow to all of us in this great state, no matter where we live. Thank you. 

[Applause.] 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [8.46 pm]: Madam President, fellow members of the 
Legislative Council, I will take this opportunity to acknowledge the traditional landowners and offer my respects 
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to the elders, both past and present. Thank you. May I congratulate you also, Madam President, on a very brave 
decision taking on this very important role. I am sure all members of this chamber will benefit from your 
experience and guidance. Thank you. 
My name is Robin Scott, I am 64 years old, and Australia has been my home for 47 years. I was born in Scotland 
near Glasgow, where I had a wonderful childhood. From where I lived, it was a short walk to fresh, flowing 
rivers, rolling hills and old-growth forests, which you could get lost in for days. I was also lucky that both my 
parents worked. My mother was a private secretary and my father was a mobile crane driver. This meant that my 
two sisters and I went to school with good shoes on our feet and wore school uniforms. We also had annual 
holidays either in Scotland or, if we wanted some sunshine, we would go south into England. My father also 
owned a car. Even though we lived in a council house in a large housing estate, many of our friends thought we 
were millionaires, and looking back and comparing our lives with theirs, we were millionaires. All this luck 
changed when I left school aged 15. I had always wanted to be an electrician since receiving my first electric 
shock whilst fiddling with my electric train set. I wanted to know more about this invisible power that could 
throw me from one corner of the room to the other. But the three main industries in my home town, which were 
coal mining, steel mills and ship building, were all in decline due to the interference of governments and militant 
unions. It would have been easier for me to touch the stars or fly to the moon than get an electrical 
apprenticeship. Unemployment for 15 to 25-year-olds was very high, so after a brief period in the Royal Navy 
and then on the local farm, my parents decided to take us to Australia to give us a better opportunity at life. 
We boarded a ship in Southampton in September 1970 and started a three-week voyage, headed for Fremantle 
via Las Palmas in the Canary Islands, where the family experienced temperatures around 30 degrees for the first 
time ever. We also called in to Cape Town in South Africa, where we witnessed the ugly, nasty and racist 
lifestyle of apartheid. Eventually, we arrived off the coast of Western Australia, slipping past Rottnest Island as 
the sun was rising in the east. We were docked in Fremantle Harbour by about eight o’clock and were 
disembarking by nine o’clock. 
I still remember my first day in Australia as though it were yesterday. We were picked up by family members who 
had been in Australia for some years, who lived in Rossmoyne. We drove from Fremantle to Rossmoyne along 
High Road because Leach Highway was not yet constructed. The sun was shining and the sky was blue and 
I remember all the freestanding houses with nice gardens, and most had cars in the driveway—cars I had never seen 
or heard of before, like Holdens and Falcons. What stuck in my memory most were the roofs on the houses. In 
Scotland, all the roofs are slate so the choice of colours is limited. Here I was looking at red roofs, green roofs, 
white roofs, brown roofs and terracotta roofs. I was sure that everyone in Australia must be millionaires. 
In my first week in Australia, I was offered five apprenticeships—as a mechanic, a plumber, a carpenter, 
a fibrous plasterer and an electrician. I did not take any of the job offers because in my first month in Australia, 
I had to adjust to a very different way of life. Here everything was so clean, everyone had a job, everyone was 
happy and everyone drove a car. There was no violence, not everyone locked their house when they went out and 
people parked their cars and left the keys in the ignition. You must understand that my home town in Scotland 
was once described as a place where you could run for 20 minutes and still be at the scene of the crime! 
I was again lucky when I started a five-year apprenticeship near Fremantle with a company that had all the latest 
electrical equipment I wanted to learn to use, but I had double luck because I knew a tradesman named 
Neville Riley, who really wanted to teach me all aspects of the trade. Neville and his wife, Wendy, also 
introduced me to the Australian way of life. They took me fishing down south to Bunker Bay every year for long 
weekends. They also took me roo shooting and feral pig shooting for pet food and their own meat. This was all 
done on private property. They also introduced me to mulesing on the family farm. My job was to put the lambs 
on the cradle and lift them off after the procedure. I thought it would have been kinder just to slit the throat of the 
wee lamb and be done! It was many years later whilst living and working in the Murchison that I saw my first 
fly-blown sheep. I then realised that mulesing was much kinder. 
After finishing my five-year apprenticeship, I did what most young Aussies did in the 1970s—I left Australia to 
travel to Europe. Thanks to the skills I had learnt in Australia, I was able to work as an electrician in 
West Germany, Holland and Britain. After a few years travelling, I returned to Australia. 
The year 1980 was a big year for me, as I got married, started a family and bought my first house. Shortly 
afterwards, my employer sent me to Meekatharra to my first goldmine, and for me it was love at first sight. After 
six weeks in Meeka, I was offered a full-time job at a goldmine in Mt Magnet. Because I had a huge mortgage of 
$33 000, I thought it a good idea to try to reduce my debt by working in the bush and moving my young family 
to Magnet. After a few months in Mt Magnet, I saw the opportunity for an electrical contractor, so I took the 
plunge and started my own business, which I have operated for more than 30 years. After five years in business, 
I owed the banks $500 000, but it was good debt. I had to buy premises, vehicles and equipment, because, once 
again, I was lucky; my business had grown like a mushroom. 
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I began to take an interest in politics in the 1980s. The favourite catchcry then was “I cannot recall.” It was very 
popular with our senior politicians and our high-flying entrepreneurs when asked difficult questions about what 
they may have said or done. This was their get-out-of-jail card, and for some it worked very well. Today’s 
catchcry is “an error of judgement”. This worked for a while, provided the person concerned kept smiling and 
made light of their crime. But today’s public, who, by the way, are our employers, which I am sure most 
members know, are paying more attention to state and federal politics. In the real world, when a person makes an 
error of judgement, they have to pay it back and, in most cases, they lose their job, with the possibility of a jail 
term. I am hoping I can assist in removing this catchcry of “an error of judgement” and replacing it with “I am 
sorry for stealing from my employer and I am so embarrassed that I will resign from politics forever.” 

Like me, the people are fed up with having to vote for the best of a bad bunch. Our politics is just a revolving 
door for the same bad politics, no matter who is in power. State and federal politicians seem to be more 
concerned with how we look overseas and what number we are in the pecking order of military and financial 
power. Let us concentrate on our own backyard and people before we worry about keeping up with the big 
players. We have every natural resource the world wants, such as iron ore, gold, copper, silver, gas, oil, 
diamonds and uranium, not to forget the huge financial contribution our agricultural and pastoral industries 
provide to the government. At the opening of Parliament on 11 May, the mining industry and agricultural 
industries were mentioned, but, sadly, there was no mention of the pastoral industry. I am sure this was only an 
oversight. Even with all these natural resources and industries, we still cannot make a quid. Why is that? My 
personal view is that it is just poor, poor management. I was once told that there are no bad businesses, only bad 
businesspeople. I feel the same applies to our politicians. We have allowed our manufacturing, agricultural and 
pastoral industries to be run into the ground. We hear promises from both sides of politics about what will be 
done to improve these industries, usually just before election time. They may as well promise us all a two-storey 
house with a swimming pool and a Mercedes Benz in the driveway, because that is how much I trust these 
promises. Much of our income has been squandered on self-indulgent projects, which I will not mention because 
they are now history. It is not that I am against such projects, but I feel that our priorities are all askew. Let us get 
people into their own homes and let us get the cost of utilities under control. 

If I wanted to be a politician, I could have joined a major party 30 years ago and, with a bit of luck, been elected 
to Parliament before now, but none of the major parties appealed to me. Thanks to Pauline Hanson’s One Nation, 
I now have the privilege and opportunity, along with everyone in this chamber, to help change things and make 
improvements to assist the government of the day to make the right decisions and get us out of this mess we find 
ourselves in. 

This is what I would like to see happen. I would like to see apprenticeships for our young people. One Nation 
proposes that the government pays 75 per cent of the wages of first-year apprentices, 50 per cent of the wages of 
second-year apprentices and 25 per cent of the wages of third-year apprentices. It would be a benefit to the 
government if the young were being trained rather than paying three years’ dole money for that person to sit at 
home watching television and having no prospects. The benefit would be that it would beef up our trades pool. 
Someone with a trade has a better chance of supporting themselves and their family. I am sure the rates of crime, 
vandalism and violence would drop, with young people having purpose in life and a senior tradesperson as 
a mentor to help keep them on track. To ensure that proper training is being given, we would reintroduce 
apprentice inspectors to make sure that unscrupulous employers are not abusing the system for cheap labour and 
that all aspects of their chosen trade are being taught correctly. I know for a fact that my life would have been so 
different if I had not been able to have an apprenticeship, and I know I would not be standing here today without 
the guidance and mentoring during that apprenticeship. 

Our farmers have to be assisted to stay on the land. If a farmer has done all the right things to manage his farm 
but Mother Nature has dealt him a blow, the banks must wait for their money. Again, we could have farming 
inspectors employed through the banks to make sure that the farmer has done all the things possible to generate 
a crop and an income. The idea of throwing a family off their property through no fault of their own is not how 
Australia operates. Many of our farmers have been pushed to the brink due to hardline banking regulations. 
I also believe that the banks no longer want to deal with the family farmer. They would much rather deal with 
big corporations that are slowly gobbling up our prime farm land. Australian farms belong in Australian hands. 
These measures should also apply to the pastoral industry, which is also struggling with not only the banks, but 
also the ridiculous restrictions imposed on them by the Environmental Protection Authority. 

I now turn to schools. Some of our schools are being used as childminding centres while both parents go out to 
work. Since the abolishment of any type of effective punishment, the teachers of today have a very difficult job 
teaching in our government schools. The social engineers have created generations of young persons who have 
no respect for themselves, let alone anyone else. We must teach politics in our schools. We must teach the art of 
debating, which is not happening in government schools. People need to understand that they do not have to live 
in the western suburbs or go to a private school to enter politics. All that is required is the passion to improve life 
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for all Australians and to make sure all decisions made are fair for everyone. Many politicians do not want 
politics taught in government schools; they would prefer to keep a closed shop and encourage only their own 
offspring to enter the public arena. Being a politician is not boring. For me so far it has been an exciting two-day 
experience, and I know it will only get better. Most of our young students do the right thing at school, but it 
needs only one disruptive student to create havoc in the classroom. 

Referring to law and order, we need to return the police service to a police force and stop the courts hindering 
our hardworking police from doing their jobs properly. Our courts are dismissing criminals and putting them 
back on the streets to recommit violent crimes. I am very pleased to hear that the new Premier is going to 
increase the penalties for drug traffickers and has also introduced no body, no parole laws. This may prevent 
some families from having to experience the horror of not being able to put their loved ones to rest. It is 
reassuring when we hear that state and federal police have made big drug busts, but we could do better at the 
street distribution level. If we really want to stop the drug distribution trade, we should ask taxidrivers where 
they are being distributed from. More than one taxidriver has told me that police have been called to inform them 
of drug pick-up addresses but nothing has been done. There may be reasons nothing has been done that I know 
nothing about; however, I would expect some kind of action from police. We need to see our police on the beat 
and on the roads. At the moment, it appears the public are being used as revenue collectors. 

We have to stop hiding the Aboriginal problem behind a pile of money. Aboriginal women are already showing 
the way to a better life for themselves and their children. Mothers all over the world want only the best for their 
children and our Aboriginal mothers are no different. They know the benefits of education and they will make 
sure their kids go to school, but they are hindered by the male influence in their culture. Some mothers in 
regional towns have already set up communities outside, away from the violence and grog that plagues many 
country towns. We have to take advice from these people—the ones at the coalface. We have to protect them 
from those who hinder progress and who encourage drunken and violent behaviour. We need only one 
generation of educated Aboriginals and the problem would start to take care of itself. I will be making contact 
with these women as soon as possible. I will take instructions from them and I will do my best to assist them 
with whatever they need. Too many non-Indigenous people are making decisions for our traditional landowners. 
Many have never been further east than Midland or further north than Joondalup. All people involved with 
Indigenous affairs could be expected to spend at least one week a year every year at an Aboriginal community to 
help them understand what the communities really need and want. 

Turning to water, two desalination water plants now operate in this state. I have worked at both plants. They 
were very expensive to build and they are very expensive to maintain. The daily operating costs of electricity and 
chemicals are very high. I cannot understand why previous governments have not started building a pipeline 
from the Kimberley. The benefits are multiple. We could supply water to all the towns on the way south, which 
means all the water bores, electric and diesel, that supply regional towns could be decommissioned, saving 
millions of dollars. It would take years but eventually we could fill the dams in the metropolitan area and in the 
south west. The benefits include flushing out our polluted rivers the way nature intended. We could get rid of the 
oxygen plants dotted along the Swan and Canning Rivers. I remember swimming in the Canning River with my 
kids when they were growing up. I would not want to swim in the river now. I will find the correct people to 
advise me of costs and various ways to get water to the south of the state. This could mean using current water 
channels that flow south and linking them with pipelines and dams. Many people tell me that we should take the 
people to the water and create industries in the north. This is a really good idea. However, no matter how many 
people move to the north west, there will always be a water shortage in Perth, and it will only get worse. The 
people I have spoken to do not want to live in a harsh environment. They do not want their children growing up 
under a hot and violent sun. It is different if a person is born in the region—they grow up understanding the 
harsh weather conditions and loving the environment and all the beauty it beholds, but for southern Aussies it is 
a big ask to uproot and move north. Our desalination plants can be put on care and maintenance ready for any 
emergency that may occur. 

I have touched on these six items only very briefly, but should anyone want me to elaborate or, even better, assist 
me with my quests, I would be very happy indeed. 

I would like to thank certain people who have helped me get to this position in Parliament. Firstly, 
Her Excellency the Governor, who swore me in yesterday: I thank her for my first steps in Parliament. I thank 
Pauline Hanson, who never gave up her political ambitions even though some people spent years trying to wipe 
out the One Nation party. With her true grit and determination, she is now Senator Hanson and I am very proud 
to be part of her party. Marye Louise Daniels and her husband, Mr Ron McLean, have encouraged me for the 
past 19 years to hold on to my dream of joining Parliament. Thank you, Ron and Marye. My work colleague and 
friend Bob Hogkinson always made me feel 10 feet tall when he saw that I was under pressure. Thank you, Bob. 
To my oldest and longest friends in Australia, Neville and Wendy Riley, whom I met two months after arriving 
in Australia, I will always be grateful to these two wonderful people because my life would have been so 
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different without their mentoring and advice. Thank you, Neville and Wendy. I thank my two sisters, Gillian and 
Sandra, and their families. My sisters never stop telling me that they love me and are proud of me. They should 
know that I am very lucky to have sisters like them and I also love them very much. My son, Tristan, and his 
wife, Ruby, have given me four grandchildren and my daughter, Cloe, is expecting her first child on 5 June. 
A father cannot be more proud or happy than I am. 

I thank the Cinnani, Williams, Champtaloup and Mattarocchia families for welcoming me into their lives and 
homes. To all my work colleagues, I also thank them for the encouragement and support they gave me during the 
election campaign and of course all the Pauline Hanson’s One Nation candidates who put in so much effort at the 
last election. I promise I will not let you down and ask all of you to start preparing for the next state election. 
Thanks also to a new friend whom I met during the election and who will be helping me for the next four years, 
Mr Michael Darby. Thank you, Michael. 

The last person and most important on the thankyou list is my fellow expedition partner, my co-pilot, my bosun, 
my GPS in life, and the one who gently reels me in when my ideas and plans start heading for the outer 
hemisphere. She is the only one I believe when she says, “Don’t eat all that ice cream; it’s bad for you”! The 
woman I love, Julia, thank you for the last eight years. 

I will finish now by thanking you all for your patience and kindness during my first speech. I also want to say 
that everyone in this chamber is my new best friend! Where I come from, you can have more than one best 
friend. I am sure we are all here for the same reason, and that is to benefit Western Australia in general and all 
Western Australians in particular. We have all been granted four years to prove ourselves. This means working 
together to solve differences and to reach agreement. If we can do this, everyone benefits and our new Premier, 
Hon Mark McGowan, who is off to a great start, will have a better chance of guiding us out of this mess we are 
in. Thank you. 

[Applause.] 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Ken Baston.  
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